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The present invention relates to resource management in a
telecommunication system. In particular the invention
relates to detection and estimation of transport network load
and optimization of transport network resources. According
to the method and arrangement of the invention a serving
node engaged in admission control identifies a transport
network interface from which transport load measurements
are required for the admission control, and a target radio
network node related to the identified transport network
interface. The serving radio network node configure the
target radio network node to perform and report measure-
ments on the transport network interface.
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1
METHOD AND ARRANGEMENT IN A
TELECOMMUNICATION SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to resource management in
a telecommunication system. In particular the invention
relates to detection and estimation of transport network load
and optimization of transport network resources.

BACKGROUND

Mobile telecommunication systems can offer high bit rate
services. The demand is increasing and believed to increase
even further in the future. To meet the demand and at the
same time build systems that are justified from an economic
perspective, and from the perspective of usage of limited
resources such as radio bandwidth, is a challenge. In the area
of radio resources several techniques are in use, or proposed,
to achieve an efficient radio resource management (RRM).
The description of prior art and also the invention will have
a starting point in the present mobile communication system
referred to as UTRAN. UTRAN stands for UMTS Terres-
trial Radio Access Network, and UMTS for Universal
Mobile Telecommunication Communication System. The
references to UTRAN and evolutions of UTRAN should be
seen as non-limiting example.

In the evolutions of the present mobile communication
systems, often referred to as E-UTRAN (Evolved UTRAN)
several different radio resource management (RRM) tech-
niques are introduced to meet the high target bit rate
requirements. Typical example of RRM functions that will
be used in E-UTRAN are admission control, handovers,
inter-cell interference coordination and avoidance, load bal-
ancing etc. In E-UTRAN, these RRM functions are executed
in a distributed manner. This means they reside inside the
base station, in UTRAN refereed to as Node B and in
E-UTRAN eNode B. In the following these terms are used
interchangeably. The efficient execution of RRM functions
requires a number of measurements as input to RRM algo-
rithms. Several of these measurements may be performed
internally by the Node B itself. However, some measure-
ments results are to be reported to the Node B either from
other neighboring Node Bs or from other network nodes
such as access gateway.

One important RRM function is the radio admission
control or simply admission control. In E-UTRAN admis-
sion control will be performed at the eNode B where all
radio resource related information resides, see 3GPP TS
25.912. As stated in TS 25912, the admission control
process should take into consideration the overall resource
situation in a cell of the communication system. For sim-
plicity the overall resources can be classified into three main
categories:

Hardware resource usage

Radio resource usage

Transport network resource usage

The radio resources include downlink transmitted power,
downlink channelization code usage and uplink received
total wideband power (RTWP). The transport network
includes the resources on the fixed part of the radio access
network, namely X2 (Node B—Node B interface) and S1
(Node B—access gateway (AGW) interface) interfaces.
Both X2 and S1 interfaces are further split into user and
control planes, i.e. X2-U/X2-C and S1-U/S1-C respectively.
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It is important to note that admission control refers to the
admitting of radio bearers (or calls or connections) at call
setup as well as at handover (i.e. on going connections).

Due to the location of the admission control at the Node
B, the usage of the first two sets of resources, hardware and
radio resources, can be internally determined by the Node B
itself. Similarly the transport network load (i.e. load on S1
and X2) in the downlink can also be internally determined
in the Node B. However, equally important is the uplink
transport network load, which needs to be signaled to the
serving eNode B for the purpose of admission decisions.

In WCDMA the admission control decision generally
considers the availability of radio resources such as trans-
mitter carrier power, RTWP and channelization code. This is
because the radio resources are generally assumed to be the
major bottleneck. The transport network resources are on the
other hand believed not to be the limiting factor. This is
further based on the assumption that operators have suffi-
cient capacity on the fixed interfaces such as Iub (Node
B—RNC interface) or Tur (RNC-RNC interface) to admit
new radio bearers provided radio resources are available. On
the contrary the radio bearers can be blocked or dropped due
to insufficient transport network resources, i.e. lack of
resources on S1 and X2 interfaces in E-UTRA, wherein S1
is the main bottleneck, or Tub/Iur in UTRA. This is espe-
cially due to the fact that over the last few years in UTRAN
due to the introduction of sophisticated radio network tech-
niques and advanced UE receivers the bit rate over the radio
interface has increased dramatically from 384 kbps to sev-
eral Mbps. For efficient end-to-end performance the
resource allocation on transport network level should match
with the resource assignment on the radio interface.

In WCDMA admission control is done in the RNC. This
means that uplink transport network load on Iub (Node
B—RNC) can be internally measured in the RNC while
downlink transport network load on ITub (RNC—Node B),
which should be measured in the Node B, should be reported
to the RNC. However, currently there is no detailed report-
ing of downlink transport network load from Node B to
RNC. Similarly there is no reporting of uplink transport
network load on Iur interface (RNC-RNC) from the target
RNC to the serving RNC. Only ‘congestion status’ based on
frame loss or delay at transport network is reported by
SRNC to Node B, see 3GPP TS 25.427, “UTRAN Iur/Tub
interface user plane protocol for DCH data streams”.

Although this allows a Node B to reduce the data rate in
case there is congestion, the congestion indication estima-
tion is also implementation dependent. Due to the lack of a
detailed reporting mechanism, the congestion status report-
ing is insufficient for an efficient admission control.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Due to the above mentioned limitations, experience from
the past and considering the complexity of the evolved
UTRAN system, TR 25.912 specifies the need for having a
mechanism to detect the transport network load. TR 25.912
for S1-U interface, specifies the requirement of means to
minimize packet losses due to mobility and also a packet
loss detection mechanism.

Similarly for X2-U it is stated in TR 25.912 that means to
minimize packet losses due to mobility is required. There is
special emphasis on S1-U load measurement and reporting
mechanism since S1-U is the main limiting factor. However
the invention is equally valid for other interfaces, such as
X2-U and Tub and Iur interfaces in WCDMA.. The problem
associated with the previously known technique is thus that
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the known type of congestion status reporting is insufficient
for detecting the transport network load in order to e.g.
achieve an efficient admission control.

The object of the present invention is to overcome these
drawbacks of the prior art method and arrangements. This is
achieved by the method as defined in claim 1 and the radio
network node as defined in claim 24.

The present invention therefore relates to detection of the
load on transport network interfaces. More specifically, the
invention relates to a method in a radio network node for
detecting the load on transport network interfaces, compris-
ing the steps of

configuring a target node to measure the transport net-

work load by configuring a set of parameters and
reporting conditions in order to enable the target node
to perform the measurements based on said set of
parameters; and

receiving the measurement results from the target node

when the reporting conditions are fulfilled.

The transport network load estimation is used as an input
for some fundamental radio resource management (RRM)
functions such as admission control, handovers, load bal-
ancing etc. In this way the usage of transport network
resources is optimized.

The transport network load is preferably expressed in
terms of packet loss rate. The missing sequence numbers of
the transmitted packets can be used to measure the packet
loss rate.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the trans-
port network load is separately measured for each transport
network bearer service. Alternatively, the transport network
load is separately measured for each group of transport
network bearer services with similar characteristics such as
quality of service requirements. In yet another alternative,
the transport network load is measured as an aggregation of
all the transport network bearer services.

The parameters that are configured at the target node can
include basic measurement interval, measurement filtering
length, reporting condition and transport bearer or flow type.
Said parameters and reporting conditions can be default
values, which are configured in a static way by operation and
management system, or can be configured by the network
node requesting measurement reports. The measurement
filtering can comprise the number of successive measure-
ment intervals, minimum number of packets to be measured
in each interval and whether filtering averaging is linear or
non-linear. The reporting condition can comprise the num-
ber of measurement intervals with at least N packets and the
packet loss rate threshold, above which, measurement
should be reported. Further can the flow type, constituted by
transport bearer service, a group of transport bearer or
aggregated flow for which the measurement is done, be
specified.

According to one specific embodiment of the invention,
the radio network node requesting measurement is a base
station and said target node is an access gateway in evolved
UTRAN, whereby the uplink transport network load on the
interface between the base station and the access gateway is
measured at the access gateway and reported to the base
station.

Alternatively, the requesting radio network node is an
access gateway in evolved UTRAN and said target node is
a base station, whereby the downlink transport network load
on the interface between base station and the access gateway
in evolved UTRAN is measured at the base station and
reported to the access gateway.
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Alternatively, the requesting radio network node is a first
base station and said target node is a second base station,
whereby the transport network load on the interface between
base stations is measured at the target base station and
reported to base station requesting the measurement.

Alternatively, the requesting radio network node is an
MBMS access gateway or MBMS server in evolved
UTRAN and said target node is a base station, whereby the
downlink transport network load on the interface between
base station and the MBMS access gateway or MBMS
server is measured at the base station and reported to the
MBMS access gateway or MBMS server.

Alternatively, the requesting radio network node is a base
station and said target node is an MBMS access gateway or
MBMS server in evolved UTRAN, whereby the uplink
transport network load on the interface between base station
and the MBMS access gateway or MBMS server in evolved
UTRAN is measured at the MBMS access gateway or
MBMS server and reported to the base station.

Alternatively, the requesting radio network node is a radio
network controller in UTRAN and said target node is a base
station, whereby the downlink transport network load on the
interface between the base station and the radio network
controller is measured at the base station and reported to the
radio network controller.

The reported transport network load measurement in
conjunction with other measurements, can be used for
admission control of new radio bearers.

According to a specific embodiment of the invention, said
reporting condition comprises a threshold above which
measurements should be reported, whereby the reporting of
measurement is event-triggered.

The invention further relates to a radio network node
comprising means for:

configuring a target node to measure the transport net-

work load by configuring a set of parameters and
reporting conditions in order to enable the target node
to perform the measurements based on said set of
parameters;

receiving the measurement results from the target node

when the reporting conditions are fulfilled.

The invention further relates to a radio network node
comprising means for

receiving configuration parameters and reporting condi-

tions from a network node requesting measurement;
performing said measurement based on said set of param-
eters;

reporting the measurement results to the requesting net-

work node when the reporting conditions are fulfilled.

Thanks to the method and arrangement according to the
present invention, a serving radio network node is provided
a complete picture of the congestion situation in the net-
work, whereby network nodes that perform admission con-
trol have better control over the congestion reporting mecha-
nism.

One advantage is that existing nodes can be configured to
perform and to report requested measurements, and no
specific measurement equipment is needed.

A further advantage of the invention is that the transport
load measurements can be used to gather long term statistics
regarding load and congestions in the radio network. This
can be used by to identify “bottlenecks” in the different
interfaces in the communication network and for general
planning and maintenance of the network.

Embodiments of the invention are defined in the depen-
dent claims. Other objects, advantages and novel features of
the invention will become apparent from the following
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detailed description of the invention when considered in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the invention will now be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates the E-UTRAN radio access network
architecture;

FIG. 2a is a flowchart and 26 a signaling scheme illus-
trating the method according to the invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates packet loss rate measurement and fil-
tering;

FIG. 4 illustrates event triggered packet loss rate report-
ing.

FIG. 5 illustrates schematically a network node according
to the invention.

DESCRIPTION

A part of a telecommunication system wherein the method
and arrangement according to the present invention may be
implemented is schematically illustrated in FIG. 1. A com-
munication system in compliance with E-UTRAN is used as
a non-limiting example. In the communication system 100 a
plurality of base stations, or Node B/eNode B 105:1-4 serves
respective cells 110:1-4. The Node Bs are connected to an
access gateway (AGW) 115. The transport network com-
munication may be between the Node Bs 105:1-4, indicated
with solid arrows, or between one of the Node B and the
AGW, indicated with dashed arrows. In E-UTRAN the
interfaces are referred to as X2 (X2-U/X2-C) and S1 (S1-
U/S1-C, and the transport network load is in this non-
limiting example represented by the load on these interfaces.
In the E-UTRAN implementation node B’s 105:1-4 have the
responsibility for the RRM functions, for example admis-
sion control. In the following the term admission control is
used and meant to encompass all type of functionality
wherein a node requires transport load information in order
to determine the conditions for a communication session.

The method according to the invention is illustrated in the
flowchart of FIG. 25 and by the signaling scheme of FIG. 2a,
and comprises the steps of:

205: A serving radio network node, for example the node
B 105:1, responsible for admission control identifies a
transport interface 120 for which information on transport
load is required, and a target radio network node, for
example AGW 115 associated with the transport interface
120.

210: The serving radio network node determines a measure-
ment configuration request, specifying measurement and
reporting instructions, and transfers the measurement
configuration request to the target radio network node.

215: The target radio network node receives the measure-
ment configuration request and adapts its measurement
and reporting functions accordingly.

220: The target radio network node performs measurements
according to the instructions in the received measurement
configuration request.

225: The target radio network node reports measurements to
the serving radio network node according to the instruc-
tions in the received measurement configuration request.

230: The serving radio network node performs admission
control at least partly based on the reported measure-
ments.
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A target radio network node, for example the AGW 115 in
FIG. 1, is typically connected to a plurality of serving radio
network nodes, node Bs, and is therefore preferably adapted
to receive and simultaneously handle measurement configu-
ration requests from the plurality of serving radio network
nodes.

Examples of measurement methods, measurement con-
figurations, and measurement reports, representing embodi-
ments of the invention, will be given below.

Measurement Methods

The transport load on the interfaces may be determined in
a variety of ways. The data transported on the transport
interfaces is divided into data packets according to the
protocol relevant to that interface. The protocols typically
provides means for detecting data packet loss. The data
packets may for example include sequence numbers and
acknowledgement procedures (ACK/NACK-procedures)
used to ensure the quality of the transport, and to detect data
packet loss by observing the missing sequence numbers.
Such methods are known in the art. It is proposed in 3GPP,
R3-061203, “Sequence numbers on S1 and X2” that the
transport bearer specific S1-U and X2-U sequence numbers
are used to detect the packet loss. The packet loss rate per
radio bearer type can be measured and reported to the Node
B. Hence, packet loss detection on S1-U is a suitable
performance metric to depict the transport network load on
S1-U interface. Similarly, the packet loss detection on X2-U
is a suitable performance metric to depict the transport
network load on X2-U interface.

Measurement Configuration

In step 205 of the method the serving radio network node,
determines the measurement configuration request, specify-
ing aspects of the measurement and reporting mechanism, to
be carried out by the target radio network node. Sufficient
confidence interval is necessary for reliable packet loss rate
measurement. e.g. measurement time, number of packets to
be considered in the measurement interval etc. This requires
the serving radio network node to specify a number of
parameters for measurement and reporting condition.

Following main categories of parameters may be specified
by the serving radio network node in the measurement
configuration request:

Basic measurement interval (T,,)

Measurement filtering aspects

Reporting condition

Flow type (e.g. best effort, real time, etc)

One basic aspect of the filtering is the number of succes-
sive measurement intervals, M, to get an average value as
shown in FIG. 3, wherein also the basic measurement
interval T,, is illustrated. The filtering is dependent on the
successive measurement intervals (M) and by setting M=1,
the filtering can be disabled. The average can be linear or
non-linear. Another filtering parameter is the minimum
number of packets to be measured in each interval N, and a
measurement interval with too few packets, interval I in
FIG. 4, is ignored.

The reporting condition or reporting event can be speci-
fied by setting:

Number of measurement intervals with at least N packets,

L

Packet loss rate threshold, y, above which, measurement

should be reported.

The measurement is reportable for each service or flow,
i.e. transport bearer specific, or for a group of services. This
may be specified by the serving radio network node.

The packet loss rate may preferably be the ratio of packets
loss to total number of packets transmitted during interval
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T,,. The average packet loss will be obtained by filtering it

over the entire configured period.

Measurement Reporting Mechanism
The serving radio network node can request the target

node to report the average packet loss rate either periodically
or in an event triggered fashion. In the periodic reporting
case, the AGW will report the average packet loss rate after
every M measurement intervals. On the other hand the event
triggered reporting will be done provided e.g. the following
conditions are met.

1. Average packet loss rate becomes higher than the previ-
ously specified threshold, v.

2. Minimum N packets are measured in at least any L out of
M successive time intervals, where each time interval is
T,.

This means there is no event reporting in case fewer
packets are transmitted since condition 2) is violated. This
could also indicate there is no congestion.

FIG. 4 illustrates the overall event triggered measurement
reporting mechanism of the average packet loss rate as the
variation of packet loss rate versus time. The thin solid line
indicates packet loss rate, PRL, per measurement interval,
and T,,, the thick solid line the average PLR for successive
average windows A, . The dashed line indicates the pre-
determined threshold value y. The figure shows that the
packet loss rate measured at the target node could instanta-
neously exceed the threshold set by the node, which requests
the measurement. But the target node will report any mea-
surement or event only if the average packet loss rate
measured over the interval specified by the requesting node
exceeds the threshold. This will on the one hand reduce
unnecessary reporting. It will also ensure that the reported
results are more reliable. This prevents “ping-pong
effects”—the admission control decisions are preferably
based on long term radio and transport network behaviour,
which is better depicted by the average results with good
confidence interval.

In the example previously described, relating to
E-UTRAN,; it is the Node B that configures the AGW for the
measurement and reporting of uplink S1-U load as shown in
FIG. 2b. This example is of high interest because S1 is
believed to be the main bottleneck in the transport network
as it carries the user data between the base stations and the
core network. However, the invention is equally applicable
to downlink packet loss rate reporting from Node B to the
AGW. In this case if the AGW requires downlink transport
load over Si then it can specify the parameters described in
the foregoing.

In a further example, also relating to E-UTRAN, an Node
B (serving) configures another Node B (target) to measure
and report the transport load on the X2 interface between the
nodes. Si or similar interface between Node B and MBMS
gateway (or MBMS server) in E-UTRAN may also be
characterized using the method of the invention.

In all the above cases the measurement is generally
reported to the target node via a control plane such as S1-C
in E-UTRAN, for example S1 interface comprises of S1-U
and S1-C. The former carries user data is therefore more
loaded and is therefore also the target for measuring the
actual transport network load. Another possibility is to
multiplex or embed the measurement reports with user data
blocks or frames. This method is called piggy-backing. The
advantage is that it requires less overheads compared to the
reporting via separate control channel. However, piggy-back
suffers from the flaw that it can only carry reports if there is
user data. Therefore, the most reliable way is to send the
reports via the control plane.
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A network node 505 according to the present invention is
schematically illustrated in FIG. 5. The network node 505 is
provided with respective means for carrying out the method
described above, and is adapted to be part of a mobile
communication network. The modules and blocks according
to the present invention are to be regarded as functional parts
of the node and not necessarily as physical objects by
themselves. The modules and blocks are preferably at least
partly implemented as software code means, to be adapted
to effectuate the method according to the invention. The
term “comprising” does primarily refer to a logical structure
and the term “connected” should here be interpreted as links
between functional parts and not necessarily physical con-
nections. However, depending on the chosen implementa-
tion, certain modules may be realized as physically distinc-
tive objects in a network node. It should also be noted that
the design of modern access networks offers a great deal of
flexibility in there a specific function is executed. Hence, it
should be understood that a function or module could reside
in one node, but logically, for the functionality here
described, belong to the network node 505.

The radio network node 505 comprises a communication
module 510 adapted for communication with other nodes of
a network. According to the invention the network node 505
comprises an admission control module 515 adapted to
perform at least part of the RRM functionality required in
the communication network. The radio network node 505
further comprises an interface and node identification mod-
ule 520, adapted to identify which interface, or interfaces,
and to them related node or nodes, that are relevant for a
current admission control. The admission control module
515 further comprises a measurement configuration request
generation module 525, adapted to form a measurement
configuration request. The communication module 510 is
adapted to transfer the measurement configuration request
formed by the measurement configuration request genera-
tion module 525 to a further node identified by the node
identification module 520. The admission control module
515 further comprises a receiving module 527 adapted to
receive measurement reports from a node that has been
requested to perform and report measurements. The admis-
sion control module 515 is adapted to use the reported
measurements as an input for the admission control.

The network node 505 preferably also comprises a mea-
surement configuration receiving module, 530 adapted to
receive and execute a measurement configuration request,
and a report generating module 535 adapted to produce an
measurement report according to a received measurement
configuration request. The communication module 510 is
preferably adapted to transfer a measurement to the network
node that issued the measurement configuration request.

The network node 505 is described as comprising means
relating to both admission control and to receive and to
execute measurement configurations. This represents a pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention, as a network node 505,
for example a Node B, may take the role as both as
requesting and receiving transport load measurement, and as
performing and reporting of the transport load measure-
ments. However, it should be understood that a network
node according to the invention may comprise only the
means relating to admission control, or the means relating to
the performing and reporting of the transport load measure-
ments.

The method according to the present invention may be
implemented, at least in parts, by means of program prod-
ucts or program module products comprising the software
code means for performing the steps of the method. The
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program products are preferably executed on a plurality of
entities within a network. The program is distributed and
loaded from a computer usable medium, such as a USB-
memory, a CD, or transmitted over the air, or downloaded
from Internet, for example.

The method and arrangement according to the invention
is also applicable to other communication systems such as
WCDMA. In this case if admission control is done by the
radio network controller RNC, which is the case in
WCDMA, then the RNC will configure the Node B to report
the downlink transport network load (i.e. the packet loss rate
on Iub interface). As a result the Node B shall measure the
downlink packet loss rate and report it using the similar
measurement and reporting principles as described in the
foregoing with reference to interface S1-U in E-UTRAN.
This invention also applies to the transport network load
estimation over Abis and A interfaces in GSM or other GSM
based technologies such as EDGE Radio Access Network
(GERAN), where EDGE stands for Enhanced Data rates for
GSM Evolution. In GSM/GERAN the radio interface bit
rate has also been dramatically evolved leading to bottleneck
on the incumbent fixed transport network interfaces: Abis
and A. The ‘Abis’ interface is used between the base station
and the base station controller (BSC), whereas A interface is
used between BSC and mobile switching center (MSC). In
GSM/GERAN admission control is mainly done at the BSC.
Therefore base station will have to report the downlink
transport network load of the Abis interface to the BSC. This
will require the BSC to configure the base station for
measurement reporting. The uplink load on the Abis can be
estimated by the BSC itself.

The method and arrangement according to the invention
has been described as used primarily in a communication
setup scenario wherein a node performs an admission con-
trol. The method and arrangement may also be used for long
term measurements for operation and maintenance purposes.
The serving radio network node may for example store
network transport load data for different interfaces and
report to an O&M node in the network. The reported
measurement data can for example be used to compare the
relation, and identify a possible mismatch, between loads on
the air interface and the transport network interface. The
comparison can indicate if a bottleneck exists in the total
communication chain, and which interface is the bottleneck.
Such identifications are of value in the planning, dimension-
ing and configuration of the mobile communication net-
work, especially the backhaul part of the network. Further-
more, an operator is able to maintain the right balance
between the radio resources used over the radio interface
and the transport network resources. The detailed logged
data via O&M can also be used for the network maintenance
and for tracking any faults in the network.

The invention involves clear rules, which may facilitate
interoperability issues between different vendors. Further-
more, it is possible to use tunable parameters to configure
measurement and reporting event, which leads to flexibility
and improves the measurement confidence level. The inven-
tion allows the admission control process to take into
consideration the availability of both radio network and
transport network resources, which in turn ensure an estab-
lishment of a optimal communication link from both radio
network and transport network perspectives. On the one
hand it enables an operator to ensure that the desired
end-to-end grade of service is met. Secondly, on the average
transport network resources are evenly used since admission
control would redirect a connection to less loaded interface.
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While the invention has been described in connection
with what is presently considered to be the most practical
and preferred embodiments, it is to be understood that the
invention is not to be limited to the disclosed embodiments,
on the contrary, it is intended to cover various modifications
and equivalent arrangements within the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method, performed by a radio network node in a
wireless communication network, for detecting the load on
transport network interfaces as an input for a radio resource
management (RRM) function, wherein the radio network
node is part of a transport network, functions as a serving
radio network node, and is responsible for performing the
RRM function, the method comprising:

the serving radio network node identifying a transport

network interface from which transport load measure-
ments are required for the RRM function, and a target
radio network node associated with the identified trans-
port network interface;

the serving radio network node requesting the target radio

network node to perform transport load measurements
on the identified transport network interface, the
request specifying measurement parameters and report-
ing conditions for the target radio network node;

the serving radio network node receiving the measure-

ment results from the target radio network node when
the reporting conditions are fulfilled;

the serving radio network node basing performance of the

RRM function at least partly on the received measure-
ment results; and

the serving radio network node storing long-term network

transport load data that is used to identify a mismatch
between loads on the air interface and the transport
network interface;

wherein the transport network includes resources on a

fixed part of a radio access network portion of the
wireless communication network.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein a transport network
load is expressed in terms of packet loss rate.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein one or more missing
sequence numbers of transmitted packets are used to mea-
sure the packet loss rate.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the transport network
utilizes a plurality of transport network bearer services, and
wherein the transport network load is separately measured
for each transport network bearer service.

5. The method of claim 2 wherein the transport network
utilizes a plurality of transport network bearer services, and
wherein the transport network load is separately measured
for each group of transport network bearer services having
similar characteristics.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the similar character-
istics comprise quality of service requirements.

7. The method of claim 2 wherein the transport network
load is measured as an aggregation of all the transport
network bearer services.

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the request sent by the
serving radio network node specifies one or more of the
following measurement parameters: basic measurement
interval, measurement filtering, reporting condition, trans-
port bearer, and flow type.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein the measurement
parameters and reporting conditions are default values that
are pre-configured in the transport network.

10. The method of claim 8 further comprising determin-
ing, at the serving radio network node, the measurement
parameters and reporting conditions.
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11. The method of claim 8 wherein the request sent by the
serving radio network node specifies measurement filtering
parameters comprising one or more of a number of succes-
sive measurement intervals, a minimum number of packets
to be measured in each interval, and whether filtering
averaging is linear or non-linear.

12. The method of claim 8 wherein the request sent by the
serving radio network node specifies reporting condition
parameters comprising one or more of a number of mea-
surement intervals M, and a minimum number of packets N
to be measured in an interval, and a packet loss rate
threshold vy, which specifies a level for which measurements
should be reported.

13. The method of claim 8 wherein a flow type, comprised
of a transport bearer service, a group of transport bearers, or
an aggregated flow for which the measurement is performed,
is specified.

14. The method of claim 1:

wherein the serving radio network node is a base station,

and the target radio network node is an access gateway
in an Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommunication
Communication System Terrestrial Radio Access Net-
work (E-UTRAN); and

wherein requesting the target radio network node to

perform transport load measurements on the identified
transport network interface comprises the base station
requesting the access gateway to measure the uplink
transport network load on the interface between the
base station and the access gateway, and report to the
base station.

15. The method of claim 1:

wherein the serving radio network node is an access

gateway in an Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommu-
nication Communication System Terrestrial Radio
Access Network (E-UTRAN), and the target radio
network node is a base station; and

wherein requesting the target radio network node to

perform transport load measurements on the identified
transport network interface comprises requesting the
base station to measure the downlink transport network
load on the interface between the base station and the
access gateway, and report to the access gateway.

16. The method of claim 1:

wherein the serving radio network node is a serving base

station and said target radio network node is a second
base station; and

wherein requesting the target radio network node to

perform transport load measurements on the identified
transport network interface comprises the serving base
station requesting the second base station to measure
the transport network load on the interface between the
base stations, and to report to the serving base station.

17. The method of claim 1:

wherein the serving radio network node is one of an

MBMS access gateway and an MBMS server in an
Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommunication Com-
munication System Terrestrial Radio Access Network
(E-UTRAN), and the target radio network node is a
base station; and

wherein requesting the target radio network node to

perform transport load measurements on the identified
transport network interface comprises the one of the
MBMS access gateway and the MBMS server request-
ing the base station to measure the downlink transport
network load on the interface between base station and
the one of the MBMS access gateway and the MBMS
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server, and to report to the one of the MBMS access
gateway and the MBMS server.
18. The method of claim 1:
wherein the serving radio network node is a base station
and the target radio network node is one of an MBMS
access gateway and an MBMS server in an Evolved
Universal Mobile Telecommunication Communication
System  Terrestrial Radio  Access  Network
(E-UTRAN); and

wherein requesting the target radio network node to
perform transport load measurements on the identified
transport network interface comprises the base station
requesting the one of the MBMS access gateway and
the MBMS server to measure the uplink transport
network load on the interface between the base station
and the one of the MBMS access gateway and the
MBMS server, and to report to the base station.

19. The method of claim 1:

wherein the serving radio network node is a radio network
controller (RNC) in an Universal Mobile Telecommu-
nication Communication System Terrestrial Radio
Access Network (UTRAN), and the target radio node is
a base station; and

wherein requesting the target radio network node to
perform transport load measurements on the identified
transport network interface comprises the RNC
requesting the base station to measure the downlink
transport network load on the interface between the
base station and the RNC, and to report to the RNC.
20. The method of claim 1:
wherein the serving radio network node is a base station
controller in one of a Global System for Communica-
tions (GSM) network and a GSM Enhanced Data rates
for GSM Evolution Radio Access Network (GERAN)
and the target radio network node is a base station; and

wherein requesting the target radio network node to
perform transport load measurements on the identified
transport network interface comprises base station con-
troller requesting the base station to measure the down-
link transport network load on the interface between the
base station and the base station controller, and to
report to the base station controller.

21. The method of claim 1 wherein requesting the target
radio network node to perform transport load measurements
on the identified transport network interface comprises the
serving radio network node requesting the target radio
network node to report the transport network load measure-
ment via a control plane over a channel that carries control
information.

22. The method of claim 1 wherein requesting the target
radio network node to perform transport load measurements
on the identified transport network interface comprises the
serving radio network node requesting the target radio
network node to report the transport network load measure-
ment piggy-backed with user data via a user plane over a
channel that carries user data.

23. The method of claim 1 wherein the reporting condi-
tion comprises a threshold above which measurements
should be reported whereby the reporting of the measure-
ments is event-triggered.

24. A radio network node configured to function as a
serving node in a radio communication network, and com-
prising:

a radio resource management (RRM) function module

configured to perform a RRM function required in the
radio communication network;
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an interface and node identification module configured to
identify a transport network interface and a node asso-
ciated with the interface that are relevant for perfor-
mance of the RRM function;
a measurement configuration request generation module
configured to form a measurement configuration
request comprising measurement parameters, to be
transferred to the node identified by the transport
network interface and node identification module;
a receiving module configured to:
receive measurement reports from the node that has
been requested to perform and report measurements;
and

provide the reported measurements to the RRM func-
tion module; and

a storage module configured to store long-term network
transport load data that is used to identify a mismatch
between loads on the air interface and the transport
network interface;

wherein the transport network includes resources on a
fixed part of a radio access network portion of the radio
communication network.

25. The radio network node of claim 24 further compris-

ing:

a measurement configuration receiving module config-
ured to receive and execute a measurement configura-
tion request; and

a report generating module configured to produce a mea-
surement report according to a received measurement
configuration request.

26. A method, performed in a radio network node, for
detecting the load on transport network interfaces at admis-
sion control, wherein the radio network node is part of a
transport network functioning as a serving radio network
node, and is responsible for performing admission control,
the method comprising:

the serving radio network node identifying a transport
network interface from which transport load measure-
ments are required for admission control, and a target
radio network node associated with the identified trans-
port network interface;

the serving radio network node requesting the target radio
network node to perform transport load measurements
on the identified transport network interface, the
request specifying measurement parameters, filtering
parameters, and reporting conditions for the target
radio network node;

the serving radio network node receiving the measure-
ment results from the target radio network node when
the reporting conditions are fulfilled;
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the serving radio network node basing the admission
control at least partly on the received measurement
results; and
determining, at the serving radio network node, the mea-
surement parameters and reporting conditions;

wherein the measurement parameters include one or more
of the basic measurement interval, measurement filter-
ing, reporting condition, transport bearer, and flow
type; and
wherein the filtering parameters comprise one or more of
a number of successive measurement intervals, a mini-
mum number of packets to be measured in each inter-
val, and whether filtering averaging is linear or non-
linear.
27. The method of claim 26 wherein the request sent by
the serving radio network node specifies reporting condition
parameters comprising one or more of a number of mea-
surement intervals M, and a minimum number of packets N
to be measured in an interval, and a packet loss rate
threshold vy, which specifies a level for which measurements
should be reported.
28. The method of claim 26 wherein a flow type, com-
prised of a transport bearer service, a group of transport
bearers, or an aggregated flow for which the measurement is
performed, is specified.
29. A method, performed in a radio network node, for
detecting the load on transport network interfaces at admis-
sion control, wherein the radio network node is part of a
transport network functioning as a serving radio network
node, and is responsible for performing admission control,
the method comprising:
the serving radio network node identifying a transport
network interface from which transport load measure-
ments are required for admission control, and a target
radio network node associated with the identified trans-
port network interface;
the serving radio network node requesting the target radio
network node to perform transport load measurements
on the identified transport network interface, the
request specifying measurement parameters, and
reporting conditions for the target radio network node;

the serving radio network node receiving the measure-
ment results from the target radio network node when
the reporting conditions are fulfilled;

the serving radio network node basing the admission

control at least partly on the received measurement
results; and

the serving radio network node storing long-term network

transport load data that is used to identify a mismatch
between loads on the air interface and the transport
network interface.

#* #* #* #* #*
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